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The Gospel of Mark starts with Jesus jumping right into his earthly 
ministry.  There is nothing said about the birth of Jesus, Mary and Jo-
seph, shepherds, and wise men coming to see a new born child.  The 
first chapter of Mark begins with John the Baptist baptizing Jesus and 
then Jesus quickly engaging in the ministry of calling disciples, healing 
the sick, casting out evil spirits, and taking time to pray. In the gospel 
of Mark, there is a feeling of urgency to tell us how we can become a 
part of the kingdom of God and live as followers of Jesus.   
 
In Mark 1: 15, Jesus says, “The time has come, and the kingdom of 
God is here. Repent and believe the good news.” In other words, there 
is no time to waste in making sure people know how to be a part of the 
Kingdom of God.   As we begin another year the question could be ask, 
how should we begin?  Should we begin by taking time to reflect on 
the past and reviewing how we got to where we are at as a church?  
Learning from our past and celebrating God’s faithfulness is certainly a 
good thing. It could be said that we got to where we are at due to a rich 
history of faithful men and women who have diligently sought the will 
of God and then pursued it with purpose and passion.   
 
 As we now get ready to start 2018, in light of a nation seemingly at 
war with itself, we would do well to begin with a sense of urgency as 
Mark did with his gospel.  We need to start by committing ourselves to 
fully engage in the kingdom ways of Jesus and to be active in helping 
heal divisions and hurts. We need to take time for prayer in order to get 
recharged for another year of calling people to repentance and to lifting 
up the downtrodden.  We need to ask for the strength of the Holy Spirit 
to love and forgive in ways that will transform us and others.  As Paul 
said, we need to put on the fullness of God so that we can stand and not 
be overtaken by ways of the evil one.   
 
Let’s offer many prayers for grace, power, and love as we all seek to 
live and act in faithfulness to Jesus in 2018.  We are always stronger 
when we can all work together to live faithfully in God’s kingdom.  
May we each do our part to glorify Jesus in our lives, church, and com-
munity, and live always with an attitude of gratefulness, humility, and 
anticipation for what God will bring about in 2018.   Jesus will be 
faithful to us; may we, in turn, be faithful to Jesus in the New Year.  
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Congratulations!!! 

 

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, 

or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your  

church directory. 

 

Birthdays: 

Gladys Gnagey—January 17 

Gene Miller—January 19 

Ida Yoder—January 25  
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